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Kids cross cultural divide

By SANDRA GODWIN

DOZENS of students at small
schools in the Mallee are learn-
ing Chinese as a second
language.

The new program will give
the youngsters a chance to dis-
cover more about one of Aus-
tralia’s most important export
markets.

Ting Ting Liu, who is
undertaking a degree in teach-
ing Chinese as a second lang-
vnage at East China Normal
University in Shanghai, started
work this week as a language
assistant at Wycheproof and
Nullawil.

Ms Liu said she came to
Australia because of the
country’s “‘beautiful environ-
ment” and was delighted to
see a kangaroo just minutes
after her plane touched down
at Tullamarine last week.

*“It looked very nice,”” she
said.

Ms Liu will will spend four
days a week at Wycheproof
this year and the fifth day
teaching students at Nullawil,

Chinese language classes
are also being provided this
vear for Quambatook’s five

students via video-
conferencing.

Wycheproof College Princi-
pal Christine McKersie said lo-
cal families had welcomed the
opportunity for their children
to learn Chinese.

Ms McKersie said govern-
ments had strongly advocated
closer ties with Asia and many
Chinese were moving to rural
Victoria.

Wycheproof also has a sister
school in Fujian Province and
hosted a visit from 10 of its
students last vear.

Nullawil Primary School
Principal Joe Sebire and
some of the students who are
being taught Chinese.
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Wade Humphries, who op-
erates Access Grain at
Nullawil, visited China last
October where he and other
delegates visited farms and the
malthouse where his barley is
brewed.

*“China’s a very big place,"”
Mr Humphries said.

**A fair bit of our grain went
to China this year and there
will be more and more every
year.”
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